
The Beckford Curriculum - A Guide for Parents in Year 1 – 2020-21 
Over the past few months, we have been working on developing and improving our ‘Beckford Curriculum’. This document shows you what children in Years 

1-6 will be learning throughout the year and what your child will be learning in the Autumn term. You will receive more information later in the year. 

Intent - The Beckford Curriculum is designed to: 

1. Teach our pupils to learn well 
2. Teach our pupils how to lead happy, healthy, constructive lives, in which they can aspire and experience success 
3. Ensure broad and balanced knowledge of the world  
4. Ensure high levels of competence in the core subjects of English and maths 
5. Teach our pupils to live well in a diverse world, as confident, responsible citizens 

 
Beckford Values: 

Last year, we worked with children, staff, parents and governors to develop our five core Beckford values , Aspiration, Responsibility, Resilience, 

Consideration and Community. These themes run through each of our topics.  

Whole School Themes: 

As a school community, we have decided to structure our Key Stage 1 and 2 ‘Beckford Curriculum’ around whole school themes. These themes are:  Journeys, 

Making a Difference, Environment and Diversity. 

The National Curriculum: 

At our school the National Curriculum is statutory. It lays out the range of subjects we must teach and sets the standards pupils are expected to reach at the 

end of each key stage of learning. Our Schools Curriculum incorporates the National Curriculum and goes beyond it. We have adapted and extended the 

National Curriculum to meet the particular needs of our pupils and families. It is a curriculum designed to work for all in our community. 

Topic Enrichment 

We believe that all topics should be memorable, engaging and exciting! So for each topic you will see that (Covid permitting) we have planned for: 
an exciting entry point, opportunities for exploration through in depth research , exciting trips and an exit point that will often involve sharing work with our 
community. 
If you have any questions about the curriculum, please contact: admin@beckford.camden.sch.uk                                                  The Beckford Curriculum Team 
 

mailto:admin@beckford.camden.sch.uk


 
The Values 

2020-21 

Aspiration 

 

Responsibility 

 
- Creativity 
- Curiosity 

- Communication 

- Citizenship 
- Staying Healthy 

- Organisation 

Resilience 

 

Consideration 

 

Community 

 
- Confidence 

- Independence 
- Adaptable 

- Kindness 
- Empathy 
- Respect 

- Belonging 
- Collaboration 
- Relationships 
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 The Beckford Curriculum Overview – Whole School Themes 2020-21 

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring Summer 

Whole 

 School Theme 

JOURNEYS MAKING A 

DIFFERENCE 

ENVIRONMENT DIVERSITY 

Year 1 

 

Earth and Space We are builders. Heroes 

Our Secret garden. 

Carnival of Animals. 

Travellers. 

Year 2 

 

Growing up in Kenya Toys and Lego The Great Fire of 

London. 

By the Sea. 

Year 3 Field to fork Victorian schools Stone age/ Changing 

planet 

Britain from the air. 

Year 4 

 

The Egyptians - Journey 

to the Afterlife 

The Romans - How the 

Romans Changed the 

world 

Steam Europe 

Year 5 

 

Shackleton Ancient Greece Space Invasion! Anglo-

Saxons/Vikings/Normans 

Year 6 The Silk Road Battle of Britain Disasters Evolution and adaptation 

 



  The Year 1 Beckford Curriculum Overview – 2020-21 
 

Autumn 1 

JOURNEYS 

Autumn 2 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

Spring 

ENVIRONMENT 

Summer 

Diversity 

Year 1 Earth and Space We are builders. Heroes 

Our Secret garden. 

Carnival of Animals. 

Travellers. 

Subjects History, Geography, DT, Art History, Geography, DT, Art,  Geography, DT, Art, Phonics History, Geography, DT, Art,  

Science Humans and the five senses 

Seasonal change 

Materials 

Seasonal change 

Healthy eating and cooking  

Seasonal change 

Animals including humans 

Living things 

Seasonal change 

Writing Beegu 

Man on the Moon  

The Three Little Pigs 

Instructions for making playdough 

Supertato Fantastic First Poems 

Secret Sky Garden 

The Gigantic Turnip 

The Lonely Beast, Jack and the 

Beanstalk  

Bean growth diary 

One Day on our Blue Planet  

Maths  Numbers to 10 

Addition and subtraction within 

10 

Shape and patterns 

Numbers to 20 

Addition and subtraction within 

20 

Time 

Exploring calculation strategies 

within 20 

Numbers to 50 

Addition and subtraction within 

20 

Fractions 

Measures:  length and mass 

Numbers 50 to 100 and beyond 

Addition and subtraction (applying 

strategies) 

Money 

Multiplication and division 

Measures: capacity and volume 



Year 1 Topic Map – Autumn Term 1  

Beckford Curriculum 2020-21 – Journeys Year 1 – Earth and Space 

 

Essential Knowledge 
By the end of this unit children will know: 

 

 The similarities and differences between animals and humans, 
labelling their body parts 

 Changes within living memory  

 Where they live in relation to the UK  

 How to stay safe online  

 How to design and create simple designs 
 

Aspiration 

 

Responsibility 

 

Resilience 

 
 

Consideration 

 
 

Community 

 
 

Entry Point Explore Trip Exit Point 
 
 Beegu crash site in the playground.  
 
 
 

 
Research: 

 Tim Peake  

 Neil Armstrong 

 Frida Kahlo 

 Use various sources to gather 
information 

 
Local area walk- seasonal changes. 
 
 
 

 
A visit to the moon using space 
helmets made in DT. 
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Year 1 - Curriculum Objectives -  Earth and Space – Autumn 1 

Reading Maths 
 Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words 

 Read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have been taught 

 Read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling and sound 
and where these occur in the word 

 Read books aloud, accurately, that are consistent with their developing phonic knowledge and 
that do not require them to use other strategies to work out words 

 Reread these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading 
 
Phonics 
Autumn 1: Recap phase 3 digraphs and phase 4 blends 

 qu, sh, th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er 

 cvcc, ccvc, ccvcc and cccvc words 
Autumn 2: Introduce phase 5  

 New graphemes: ay, ou, ie, ea, oy, ir, ue, aw, wh, oe, au, ew, a-e, e-e, i-e, o-e, u-e 

Numbers to 10 

 count to ten, forwards and backwards, beginning with 0 or 1, or from any given number 

 count, read and write numbers to 10 in numerals and words 

 identify and represent numbers using objects and pictorial representations including the number 
line, and use the language of: equal to, more than, less than (fewer), most, least 

 given a number, identify one more and one less 

 count in multiples of twos 

 double and halve numbers within 10 

 estimate numbers within 10 
Addition and subtraction within 10 

 represent and use number bonds and related subtraction facts [within 10] 

 add and subtract one-digit … numbers [to 10], including zero 

 read, write and interpret mathematical statements involving addition (+), subtraction (–) and equals 
(=) signs 

 solve one-step problems that involve addition and subtraction, using concrete objects and pictorial 
representations, and missing number problems 

Shape and patterns 

 recognise and name common 2-D and 3-D shapes, including: 2-D shapes [for example, rectangles 
(including squares), circles and triangles]; 3-D shapes [for example, cuboids (including cubes), 
pyramids and spheres 

 describe position, direction and movement, including whole and half turns 

Writing Key Writing Pieces Teaching Points 

 
 

 Postcards to Beegu 

 Describe Beegu’s spaceship/planet 
To Entertain 

 How words can combine to make sentences. 

 The separation of words with spaces. 

 Introduction to capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate 
sentences. 

 Begin to use descriptive language 

 
 

 Descriptions of aliens 

 Writing in role – letter from the moon using first 
person 

 Retelling the story 
To Entertain 

 Sequencing sentences to form short narratives.  

 To use capital letters for names (proper noun) and the personal pronoun ‘I’. 

 Introduction to capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate 
sentences. 

 

 Messages to friends 

 Poster about how to be an astronaut 
 
To Inform 

 How words can combine to make sentences. 

 The separation of words with spaces. 

 Recognise and write grammatically correct simple phrases and sentences, showing some control 
of word order. 

 



Science History Geography 
Animals including Humans 
-I can name and draw and label the basic parts of the human body. 
-I know the 5 senses and which part of the body is linked with which 
sense. 
-I can describe and compare the main body parts of different animals 
Linked to the difference between aliens in the story of Beegu. 
Seasonal Change 

-I can name the four seasons.  

-I can observe and record the changes in my environment over the seasons.

  

-I can tell you what weather we have with each season.  

-I can see and describe how the length of the day changes with the seasons. 

-I can place people, events and objects in 
chronological order. 
-I can describe changes within living 
memory and aspects of change in national 
life. 
(Space – Tim Peake) 
 
-I can talk, draw or write about aspects of 
the past. 
 
 

-I can ask simple geographical questions e.g what is like to live in this place? 
-I can show where I live on a map (classroom map, globe). 
-I can name, describe and compare familiar places. 
-I know about some changes happening at my school or in my local area. 
-I can describe seasonal weather changes 
-Looking at earth from the moon. Where is the UK? 

Computing Art and Design Design Technology 
-I know how to get help if I need it when I am online. 
-I can recognise how others use technology at home and at school. 
 
 
Kim and Lee videos. 

 
 

I can use artwork to record ideas, 
observations and experiences. 
I can experiment with different materials to 
design and make products. 
I can give my opinions when I look at art / 
craft or design work. 
I can try out using different tools including 
using pencils, crayons, chalk or charcoal 
I can make structures by joining simple 
objects together. 

-I can create simple designs for a product. 
-I can use pictures and words to describe what I want to do. 
-select from and use a wide range of materials and components, including 
construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their characteristics 
(Design and make a space helmet/prototype of a rocket) 

PE - Gymnastics Music PSHE RE 
In Gymnastics you can perform travelling movements, particularly jumping 
and landing on the floor and apparatus with control and keeping in space. 
You can perform some twisting and turning movements whilst taking weight 
on your hands. You can safely move appropriate equipment when asked. 
LO: 

 Travel in various ways. 

 Balance on different parts of the body and with different points of 
contact. 

 Rotate and roll in various ways. 

 Complete a mini sequence with travel, rotation and balance using 
a beam. 

 Demonstrate at least one method of inversion in gymnastics. 

 Balance along a raised bench. 

 Dismount from a platform (jump) and land under control 
(extension tuck – jump). 

 Include the above in a mini sequence. 
 

Hey you, Charanga (rap) 
Listen: 
I can find the pulse  
I can recognise and name two or more 
instruments 
Musical Activities: 
I can find the pulse, march in time with the 
pulse, be an animal finding the pulse 
I can clap rhythms, copy back the rhythms, 
clap the rhythm of my name over the track. 
I can clap and sing in time to the music 
I can play accurately and in time as part of 
the performance playing C  
I can improvise using C.  
I can compose a simple melody using simple 
rhythms using C + D 
Perform & Share: 
I can look back at the recorded performance 
and say what I liked best.  

To set a goal 
To understand how to keep 
teeth healthy  
To understand how teeth 
change as we grow up 
To understand the 
importance of food 
To discuss a variety of food 
To understand some basic 
hygiene principles 
To understand how some 
diseases are spread and how 
they can be controlled 
To understand why voting is 
important. 
To be able to identify 
different behaviours which 
might be bullying 

I can tell you what Christians believe about how the 
world was created. 
I can link things that are important to me and other 
people with the way I think and behave in relation 
to nature and the world. 
 
I can remember the Christmas story, including 
which gifts were given to Jesus. 
I can think of a gift to give to Jesus and say why I 
would choose that especially for Him. 
 
I can start to explain why Jesus is special to 
Christians (a gift from God). 
I can understand that because Christians believe 
God gave Jesus as a gift to the world, they give 
each other gifts at Christmas. I understand this link. 



Year 1 Topic Map – Autumn Term 2  

Beckford Curriculum 2020-21 – Making a difference Year 1 – We are Builders 

 

Essential Knowledge 
By the end of this unit children will know: 

 The names and properties of everyday materials 

 Seasonal weather changes 

 The Christmas story and why Jesus is special to Christians 

 How to stay safe online  

 About significant designers and architects who have made a 
difference to our lives (e.g. the Wright brothers) 

Aspiration 

 

Responsibility 

 

Resilience 

 
 

Consideration 

 
 

Community 

 
 

Entry Point Explore Trip Exit Point 

To identify a range of 
emotions 
To understand and recognise 
positive and difficult 
emotions. 
To increase understanding 
and recognition  of a variety 
of feelings and have some 
strategies to help others feel 
more positively 
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Classroom has straw, sticks and 
bricks laid across the floor. Children 
to discuss what has happened and 
why?  
Children act as detectives to figure 
how ‘who did it?’ 
 
 

 

 The Wright brothers 

 Suitable materials for building 

 

 Seasonal walk 
 
 

 

 Build their own large-scale 
house 
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Year 1 - Curriculum Objectives -  We are Builders – Autumn 2 
Reading Maths 
 Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words 

 Read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have 
been taught 

 Read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling 
and sound and where these occur in the word 

 Read books aloud, accurately, that are consistent with their developing phonic 
knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to work out words 

 Reread these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading 
 
Phonics 
 
Autumn 2: Introduce phase 5  
New graphemes: ay, ou, ie, ea, oy, ir, ue, aw, wh, oe, au, ew, a-e, e-e, i-e, o-e, u-e 

 
 
 

Numbers to 20 

 count to twenty, forwards and backwards, beginning with 0 or 1, or from any given 
number 

 count, read and write numbers from 1 to 20 in numerals and words 

 identify and represent numbers using objects and pictorial representations including the 
number line, and use the language of: equal to, more than, less than (fewer), most, least 

 count in multiples of twos and fives 

 double and halve numbers within 20 
Addition and subtraction within 20 

 represent and use number bonds and related subtraction facts within 20 

 add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero 

 read, write and interpret mathematical statements involving addition (+), subtraction (–) 
and equals (=) signs 

 solve one-step problems that involve addition and subtraction, using concrete objects 
and pictorial representations, and missing number problems such as  
7 =  – 9 

 estimate to check answers 

Writing Key Writing Pieces Teaching Points 
Talk for Writing – The Three Little Pigs 

 

Write an alternative version of the 
story (e.g. The 3 Little Pigs and the 
Big Bad Dragon) 
To Entertain 

 Identify and use regular plural noun suffixes (-s, -es), including the 
effects on the meaning of the noun.  

 How words can combine to make sentences. 

 Sequencing sentences to form short narratives.  

 To begin to use simple regular, past and imperative tense. 

Instructions for playdough – innovate to topic based instructions 
 

 

Instructions for building a bridge 
To Inform 

 To use and identify simple and appropriate nouns. 

 To begin to use some conjunctions of time as openers e.g. ‘first’, 
‘next’, ‘then’, ‘soon’, ‘after that’ and ‘last’. 

 To begin to use a simple range of prepositions (to indicate position) 
adding precision to writing. (through, over, under, in , on, next to, 
above, below).  

 Recognise and write grammatically correct simple phrases and 
sentences, showing some control of word order 

 Imperative verbs 
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Science History Geography 
-I know the difference between an object and the material it is made from.  

-I can identify and name different everyday materials such as; wood, plastic, glass, metal, water and rock.  

-I know that some materials are natural and some are man-made. 

-I can explore and test different materials and can name the different properties; hard, soft, stretchy, 

stiff, shiny, dull, rough, smooth, bendy, not bendy, waterproof, not waterproof, absorbent, not 

absorbent, transparent, translucent and opaque.  

-I know we chose the materials we use to make things because of their properties. 

-I can group materials by their properties.  

-I can investigate how the shapes of solid objects can be changed by twisting, squashing, bending and 

stretching.    

-I can find out about scientists who have discovered and made new and useful materials. 

-I know about people who have made a 
difference where I live and far away. 
-I can talk, draw or write about aspects of 
the past. 
-I can ask and answer simple questions 
about the past. 
 
 
Arthur Timothy – Architect (hays Galleria) 
 
The Wright brothers linked to DT. 

-I can describe seasonal weather changes. 
 
Local area walk. 

Computing Art and Design Design Technology 
-I know how to get help if I need it when I am online. 
-I can recognise how others use technology at home and at 
school. 
 
 
Kim and Lee videos. 

 
 

I can give my opinions when I look at art / craft or design 
work. 
I can try out using different tools including using pencils, 
crayons, chalk or charcoal 
I can make structures by joining simple objects together. 
I can make collages by cutting, gluing and trimming 
materials. 

Making the 3 little pigs houses: 
-I can create simple designs for a product. 
-I can select and use simple tools I would like to use to perform practical 
tasks e.g cutting, shaping, and joining and finishing. 
-I can build structures, exploring how they can be made stronger, stiffer and 
more stable. 
I can ask simple questions about existing products and those I have made. 

PE Music  PSHE RE 
This work continues on from the first half term with a formal 
assessment at the end. Expectations 
In Gymnastics you can perform travelling movements, particularly 
jumping and landing on the floor and apparatus with control and 
keeping in space. You can perform some twisting and turning 
movements whilst taking weight on your hands. You can safely 
move appropriate equipment when asked. 
 

 Balance along a raised bench. 

 Dismount from a platform (jump) and land under 
control (extension star/tuck – jump dismount). 

 Continue to take weight on arms and add the use of 
ropes. 

 Continue to transfer individual moves from the floor 
onto apparatus whilst increasing the number of moves. 

 Link moves in a sequence using apparatus. 

 

The rhythm in the way you walk 
Charanga 
(rap) 
Listen: 
I can find the pulse and understand that it is the 
heartbeat of the music.  
I can recognise and name two or more instruments 
Musical Activities: 
I can find the pulse, march to the pulse, copy back 
the rhythms, be an animal and keep the pulse. 
I can clap rhythms, copy and clap back rhythms, clap 
the rhythm my name. 
I can rap and sing in time to the music 
I can start to understand that pitch is high and low 
sounds. 
Perform & Share: 
I can look back at the recorded performance and 
say what I liked best.   Xmas show songs  

To set a goal 
To understand how to keep 
teeth healthy  
To understand how teeth 
change as we grow up 
To understand the 
importance of food 
To discuss a variety of food 
To understand some basic 
hygiene principles 
To understand how some 
diseases are spread and how 
they can be controlled 
To understand why voting is 
important. 
To be able to identify 
different behaviours which 
might be bullying 

I can remember some of the Christmas story. 
 
I can suggest a gift I would give to Jesus. 
 
I can remember the Christmas story, including 
which gifts were given to Jesus. 
 
I can think of a gift to give to Jesus and say why I 
would choose that especially for Him. 
 
I can start to explain why Jesus is special to 
Christians (a gift from God). 
 
I can understand that because Christians believe 
God gave Jesus as a gift to the world, they give each 
other gifts at Christmas. I understand this link. 



12 
 

To identify a range of 
emotions 
To understand and recognise 
positive and difficult 
emotions. 
To increase understanding 
and recognition  of a variety 
of feelings and have some 
strategies to help others feel 
more positively 
 



13 
 



14 
 

 


